
        EVAPORATION
The sun heats water in 
oceans, lakes, and rivers. 
It changes the water into 
vapor that rises into the air.

       CONDENSATION 
Water vapor rises, cools 
down, and changes back 
into tiny droplets. These 
droplets form clouds.        PRECIPITATION

When droplets in the 
clouds get too heavy, 
they fall to Earth as rain, 
snow, sleet, or hail.

      COLLECTION
Water collects in rivers, lakes, 
and oceans. Some water 
soaks into the ground. The 
sun heats it, and the cycle 
begins again!

Water moves around Earth in a never-ending cycle. Heat from the sun causes 
water to change form and travel between the sky, land, and oceans.

Write the correct term next to its definition.

 evaporation  condensation  precipitation  collection

_____________________  Water changes from liquid to vapor and rises into the air.

_____________________  Water vapor cools and changes into tiny droplets to form clouds.

_____________________  Water falls from clouds to Earth as rain, snow, sleet, or hail.

_____________________  Water gathers in bodies of water or soaks into the ground.
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