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Name: Date:

Abraham Lincoln: A President Who Led Through Crisis

 A braham Lincoln was the 16th 
president of the United States. 

He was born on February 12, 1809, in 
Kentucky. Lincoln grew up in a poor 
family and spent much of his child-
hood living in a small log cabin. He 
had very little formal schooling, but 
he loved to read and learn. He often 
borrowed books and studied when-
ever he had free time.

As a young man, Lincoln worked 
at several jobs. He was a store clerk, 
surveyor, and lawyer before enter-
ing politics. Lincoln became known 
for his honesty, strong speaking skills, 
and belief that slavery should not 
spread into new parts of the country.

In 1860, Lincoln was elected pres-
ident. Soon after, several Southern 
states left the United States. This led 
to the Civil War, which began in 
1861. The war was fought between 
the Union in the North and the Con-
federacy in the South. Lincoln be-
lieved it was important to keep the 
country united.

In 1863, Lincoln issued the Eman-
cipation Proclamation. It declared 
that enslaved people in areas con-
trolled by the Confederacy were 
free. The proclamation also made 
ending slavery an important goal of 
the Civil War.

Lincoln was also famous for the 

Gettysburg Address, a short speech 
he gave in Pennsylvania in 1863. In 
the speech, he honored soldiers who 
had died and reminded Americans 
about the importance of freedom 
and equality.

The Civil War ended in April 1865. 
Just days later, Lincoln was assas-
sinated while attending a play at 
Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. 
He died on April 15, 1865. Today, 
Abraham Lincoln is remembered as 
a leader who helped preserve the 
United States and took important 
steps toward ending slavery.
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Multiple Choice
1.	 Abraham Lincoln was the _____ president of the United States.

A. 1st
B. 10th
C. 16th
D. 20th

2. Where was Abraham Lincoln born?
A. Virginia
B. Kentucky
C. Pennsylvania
D. New York

3. What major war took place while Lincoln was president?
A. Revolutionary War
B. World War I
C. War of 1812
D. Civil War

4. What did the Emancipation Proclamation do?
A. Created a new state
B. Declared enslaved people in Confederate areas free
C. Ended the Revolutionary War
D. Made Lincoln a general

5. Where did Lincoln give the Gettysburg Address?
A. Pennsylvania
B. California
C. Florida
D. Texas

Abraham Lincoln: A President Who Led Through Crisis



www.abcplayground.com

Comprehension Questions

6.	 Why did Lincoln have to teach himself many things as a child?

	 _________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________

7.	 Name two jobs Lincoln had before becoming president.

	 _________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________

8.	 Why did Lincoln believe it was important to fight the Civil War?

	 _________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________

9.	 What ideas did Lincoln discuss in the Gettysburg Address?

	 _________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________

10.Why is Abraham Lincoln still remembered today?

	 _________________________________________________________________________

	 _________________________________________________________________________
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He had very little formal schooling, so he learned by reading and study-

ing on his own.

Possible answers: store clerk, surveyor, lawyer.

He wanted to keep the United States united.

He discussed freedom, equality, sacrifice, and honoring soldiers who died.

He helped preserve the United States and took important steps toward  

ending slavery.


